— —ñ—— — —— — 


1 4 = 


* 


elde with an offended grole, 4 
. Explained and Inforced. 


a_ 


In a Plain. eee, 


DISCOURSE 


5 ed FROM 


Marth. v. 23, 24. 


* , 


(Containing the Subſtance of two SERMONS from that Text.) 


By William Balch, A. M. 
Paſtor of a en in Bradford. 


—_ 


— | — — —_ — 
Marh. vii. 12. — A Things whatſoever ye co, that en 


Should do unto you, do ye even ſo to them: for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. 


Corin. vi. 9. Know ye not that the marigbicons * not inherit 
the Kingdom of God ? 
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All the Laws of GOD forbidding vs to do any Injury, are 


to be underſtood as Commanding us to do Right, and con- 


ſequently ro repair and make Satisfaction for whatever In- 
jury we have done. 
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RECONCILIATION 
| With an offended Brother, 


Explained and Inforced. 


AISSESKALKKIAAKSKREEAALL 


| MATTHEW v. 23, 24 

mf thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Brother bath ought againſs 

tbee; leave there thy Gift before the Altar, and 
go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy Brother, and 
zben come and offer thy Gift. | 


s the inſpired Writings in general, 
EW © and more eſpecially thoſe. of the 
Ne Teſtament, are fitted to re- 
Ke þ LE cover Men ve” their was and 
MESISIES Jenorance, the Reproach and Ia- 
EIN felicity of Mankind, and to re- 
— ſtore them to ſuch aSrate of Know- 
ledge and Verwe, as may be a Means both of 
their preſent and future Happineſs ; ſo, this emi- 
nently appears, in particular, in this excellent 
Germon of our Lord's on the Mount, recorded in 
this zud the two following Chapters,” © 
. | | | * . _ Our 
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2 Reconciliation with.an offended Brother, 


Our Lord begins his Diſcourſe with recom- 

meaging to his Diſciples, who amidſt a vaſt Crowd 

were more eſpecially careful to attend on him, 

ſundry eminent Chriſtian Graces, ſuch as Hymi- 
lity, Meekneſs, Charity, Purity, ang-the like; ro 
each of which be annexes ſome fingular Bleſfog, 
in a way of beautiful Oppoſition to what (as one 
would think) ſhould be the natural Fruit of ſuch 
a Virtue. And then, after having urged it upon 
them, from their my Relation to him andthe 
great Advantages they enjoyed by his DoRrine, 
in ſuch Ways to make their Lives ufeful and ex- 
emplary to others; he proceeds to an Expoſition 
of divers moral Precepts which the Jews had been 
long acquainted with; vindicating them from the 
corrupt Gloſſes which the Scribes & Pbariſees had 
put upon them, and giving their true meaning, 
as they were deſign'd to oblige Men, more eſpeci- 
ally, under the Goſpel. And it is in his Remarks 
upon one of theſe, vis, the ſxth Commandment 
in the Decalogue, that the Words which I have 
read ro you for the Foundation 'of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe ace inferted.” | 


At the 21 v. our Lord had laid down the an- 
cient Law concerning Murder; N bave beard that 
it was ſaid by them (or rather to them) of old 
Time, thou ſhalt not kill: And wheſoever ſhall kill 
hall be in danger of the Fudgment. And in the 
Verſe following he had interpreted that Law to 
include a Prohibition of cauſeleſs and malicious 
Anger, and alſo of ufing reproachful and vilify- 
ing Speeches to our Neighbour 5 annexing- the 
ſame or higher Penalties to theſe Tranſgieffiong 
than had been threatned to Murder it ſelf under 
the Fewiſh Diſpenſation. But I /ay unto you. that 
wh ever is angry with bis Brother without a Fi 

, att 
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gan be in danger of the Judgment; And man 
buli ſuy to bis £ Brotber, Raca, ſball be in danger of 
the Cunoil: == wh:ſorver Hall ſay, thou Fool, ſball 
be n dan f Hellfire. And then come in the 
Words of my eas ' Therefore iff tbou bring aby 
Gift to tbe Ahern, As he had ſaid, 5+ For 
mas much as theſe are Crimes which expoſe 
Men to ſuch eminent Danger, and will-incur, 
© Mtheut Repentance, ſo heavy and ſevere Pu- 
„ niſhments from the Judge in the laſt Day, ſee 
* thou oſe thy beſt Diligence to free thy ſelf 
& from them ; sad that not only by getting 
purg'd out of thy Heart whatſoever Anger ot 


„Malice tho beareſt towards any Man, but 


** likewiſe by making the beſt Satisfaction thou 
e art able, toe very one v hom thou tecollecteit 
«thy ſelf to bave injur'd by any ſuch op- 
& probrious and reviling Speeches ; or in any o- 
© ther Way whatever; the Reaſon of Things 
& being theſame. And let not the Importance 
© of any Buſineſs or Deſign" thou art purſuing, 
© move thee ro delay this Matter; for even om 
& Suppoſition thou art come to the Altar with a 
& Sacrifice, thou hadſt better defer thy Worſhip 


* of God, than in the leaſt to delay the doing 


©620f Right to thy Neighbour. For God will nor 


„e accept thee in thy Devotion to him, till thou 


art firſt reconciled. ro thy Brother, But this 
& being done, thou mayſt come and offer thy 
&« Gift ; and God will accept thee in it“ 

This 1 take to'be the Connect ion and Drifr of 
our Lord in theſe Words: Bot before I proceed 
to lay out my Diſcourſe from them, it may not'be 
ariſe briefly to remark theſe to Things, 1560 


1. That tho? the Octafis on of theſe Words. was 
thus ſomewhat particular, viz, out Lord's men- 


tioning , 


* 


4+ Reconciliation with an offended Brother, 


tioning in the faregoing Verſes ſome other Breg« 
ches of the ſixth Commandment beſides actual 


Murder, ſuch, as Anger or Malice and reviling 


Speeches; yet they ere certainly intended to be 
underſtood. by us more generally than with Refe- 


rence only to ibeſe Kinds of Wrong. 1 


This appears by the Words themſelves 3 our 
Lord uſing an Expre ſſion of , the greateſt. Latitude, 
and ſuch as is equally applicable to all otherWrongs 
of whatſoeverKind. If he hath Ought againſt thee, 
that is, if he has any juſt Cauſe of Offence a- 
„ gainſt thee upon any Account whatever, for 
any Injury thou haſt done him, whether by 
© angry or reviling Speeches or otherwiſe”. For 
ſo this Phraſe is uſed elſewhere ; Mar. 11. 2g. 
When ye ſtand praying ſorgive, if ye baus Ought a- 
gainſt any- . Now as it is our Duty to forgive all 
Sorts and Kinds of Injuries that are done to us by 
others; and they are all included in this Phraſe, 
if ye have Ougbt againſt any; ſo the ſame Phraſe 
uſed in the Text with ſreſpect to. Satis fact ion for 
Injuries. ſhould doubtleſs be underſtood by us in 
the ſame Latitude; namely as including all Sorts 
andKinds of Injuries that we have done to others: 


Our Neighbour having /omewbat againſt us in e- 


very ſuch Caſe ; and it being as much our Duty 
to repair the Injury we have done him in one Caſe 
as in another, 


2. That tho' the Precept contained in theſe 
Words, is deliver'd in Expreſſions accommodated. 
to the Fewi/h Manner of Worſhip by Gifts and 
Sacrifices brought to the Altar; yet it was cer- 
tainly intended to be look'd upon by us, as a 
Chriſtian Precept, and was deſign'd to be of Uſe and 
Ob/igation to the End of the World. | 11 

It 
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It was enjoined: by our Lord on his own, Diſci- 
ples, as appears by v. 1, 2. of the Chapter 3 and 
tho* deliver'd at a Time when the Jewiſh Worſhip 
by Gifts and Saorifices was in Force ; yet ia the 
hiog aimed at, it muſt needs be granted to be. 
equally uſeful and neceſſaty under the Chriſtian. 
Diſpenſation. No Man can think, that Chriſtians 
are any more allow'd to wrong and injure one a- 
nother than the eus were ; or that if any are 
guilty herein, till they make Satisfaction andCom- 
penſation according to the Natute of their Crime, 
they ate any moe capable of performing accep- 
table Warſhip to God. On the other Side, we 
are rather more obliged to abſtain from Injuries 
of every Kind upon the account of the many ex- 
preſs Precepts of the Goſpel. to this Purpoſe : And 
therefore, if Chriſtians will preſume to come into- 
the divine Preſence to offer up their Worſhip uu 
der ſuch Guilt, they will be more odious in the, 
Sight of God than Fews would have been ; they 
ſinning io this Regard againſt more Light and 
Knowledge than the other could be ſuppoſed to 


do, and alſo after more Caations and Admonitions 


to the contrary. 


I ſhall therefore, in diſcourſing on theſe Words, 


* endeavour the following Things, 1 
I. To explain the Nature of ite Duty here in- 


Join'd, by ſhewing what our Lord defign'd in pre- 
ſcribing, that if we remember our Brat her bath Ougbs 


againſt us we ſhould be reconciled to him. 


II. To inforce the Practice of it, by producing. 
the Evidences, that till we comply with our Lord's 
Iajunition herein we are not in a Capacity to wor- 
ſhip God acceptably ; nor can on any goodGrounds , 


hope, be will forgive thoſe Wrongs, which being done | es. * 


by ute our Neigbbour, we are not willing to repair. 
7 N 15 And, 


A 
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And, 7 * g 1 FS $2 % vo 1p 4%. 
Lain, ro make ſome uſeful RefleQions on the 
| YR 0 .&,T.9 VO 2ESQTE8 26: 35 it; 


Fr Ta ad DT nt 
1. Tart to explain the Niture of the Duty bere 
enjoyned, by ſhewing What our” Lord deſign'd in 
preſcribing, that if we remember our Brother bath 
Ougbt againſt us we ſhould be reconciled to him. 
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© And, as this is a practical Point, and the Duty 
commended of the greateſt and laſt Importance, I 
ſhall endeavour to be the{more particular : And to 
ſet the Matter in a fair and cleaf Light ſhall con- 
ſider it both Negatively and Afirmatively: There- 
fore on the negative Part, toi | 


1. This Precept does not intend, that if my 
Neighbour or Brother is canſleſsly and wnreaſonably 
offended with me, I am obliged to go to him for 
the removing of his Uneaſineſs, | 


The Brother TI am concern'd with, and am to 
be reconciled ro (mentioned in the Text) is one 
who has ſomewbat juſtly againſt me, that is, one 
who is offended with me upon the Account of ſome 
Hi'rong or other I have done him. And in this 
Caſe nothing can be more reaſonable than that I 
ſhould go to him to remove bis Offence and give bim 
Satisfattion : But if a Man is ſo very weak or 
wicked as to conceive a Prejudice againſt me, when 
I have given him a0 zuft Grounds for it, why ſhould 
I be at this Trouble? Why may 1 not hope tha 
a li'tle Time, without my raking this Pains, will 
be ſofficient to andeceive him and ſet him tight? 
Or if T cannot think it will; yet what can I hope 


8 be able, t5 /ty or ds that ſhould give Satisfacti- 


on to fuch a Man? It is true indeed, if I can 
; eds. ans. think 


e Buplained and In forced. vo 3 . 


think that by going to my Neighbour 1 ſhall be 
able to convince him that his Offence is cavſleſs 
and vnJuſtifiable, this may be a valuable Motive 
to ſuch an Undertaking; and Charity may teach 
and diſpoſe me to do it, when I have this good 
Hope of 'Succeſs. But ſhall my Worſhip of God 
in the mean while be unacceptable to him, when 
whither I'may entertain this Hope or not, both 
ſome conſiderable Time andi Experience of 
my Neighbour may be requiſite to dete: mine? 
This cannot be; and therefore, this alone is 
ſofficient to ſhew, that it is not what our: Lord de- 
ſign'd by this Precept, Go thy Way; firſt be recon- 
ciled to tby Brother. 4 5050 eie 


2. Nor does this Precept intend, that a Man 
is obliged to go to his Neighbour to acknowlege any 
Wrong which he is in/enfible of ; tho' even on 
Suppoſition'that he may have wrong'd him. 


If a Man is not ſenſible of his Fault, (as no 
doubt many a Man that may have wrong'd his | 
Neighbour is not) the Means ſhould be uſed with 
him that ate neceſſaty for his Conviction: And in 
this Caſe our Saviour has given that Precept, Mat, 

18. 15,16 —If thy Bret ber ſhall treſpaſs1againſt thee, 
go and tell bim bis Fault between thee and him alone: 
I be ſhall bear thee, thou baſt gained thy Brotber : 
But if be will not bear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more . And it would be plainly abſurd, 
if the Man who was wrong'd ſhould plead in the 
negle& hereof, ** It is his Duty to come to me, 
and not mine to go to him“. For tho' indeed * 4 
according to my Text, the Perſon who has dove N. 
the Wrong is obliged to go to the other, yet that &; 
is expreſly, if he remembers or is ſeuſible of it: And Fr 


Cn 
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8 Reconciliation with A affeade#. Brother, = 
therefore if he does not come, the other is-bbliged, 
according 40-the laft cited: Paſſage to go to him, 28 
charitably ſuppoſing him to ſtand in need of hav- 
ing the Matter for his Conviction laid before 
Him. And hence either of theſe Places may be 
pleaded in vain, where the other ought to be the 
Rule applied. Thofe who ks, their ©wn Sin 
Hould. not wait to be admoniſhed to Repentance, 
or to be cahl'd upon for Satisfaction; and thoſe 
who can be ſuppoſed to be igſenſible of their Fault. 
Mauld not be cenſut id on this account, That they 
danꝭt came to confeſs. ot repair it: For it is evi - 
dently. ſufficient, Where a Man is not conſcious 
of his Offence, if he be willing to hear, aud ſtands 
ready, as ſoon as convinc'd, to make due Amends. 
„ ddd 1 1 | ' ' 


3. Nor does this Text intend, that:tho'a Man 

has really wrong'd his Neighbour and is ſenſible 

of it, he can't wornſbip Gad acceptably till be. bas got 

bim io be reconciled : For this may be quite out 

of his Power. | I may offer my Neighbour ſuita- 

ble Satisfaction, yea I may do all that is in my 
Power, and all that in Reaſon I ought to do, to- 
wards the Removal of his - Offence ; and my 
Neighbour may «nreo/onably refuſe to make the 
Matter up with me, either at all, or athecwiſe thag 
upon Terms that I am not able to comply with: 

In which Caſe, moſt certainly, my Neighbour's 
pnchriſtianly refuſing to be reconciled to me, 
when I have done all that I ought to do to bring 
bim to it, ſhall not hinder my Acceptance with 
God. For tho? Reconciliatian is the Thing that the 
Text ſpeaks of ; yet, as one well obſerves, © It 
| can be only the Eadeavour which is in our Pow» 
er, and not the Event which is out of our 
F Power, that is made neceſſary hereby.“ 80 
mat when I have uſed my beſt Endeavcurs, 17 
"i : "ayes 
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have: atfually made ſuch Satisfaction to my Neigi. 

bopr; as the Nature and Degree of my:; Offence 
requices.; I am, in the Senſe of the Tent, necette 
ciled to him, however he may think. proper 80 
treat me aftetwards. 5 Mm: Sd Hino rf vi 4 2 D. 


om dees ö 8.4% „mere: 11 
4 Neither. yet does this Precept oblige a Man 
to make Satiafact ion and tion tor W. 

ts Perſons be never kuew, oritha Knowledge raul 
Ramambrauce of whom be bas irrecouerably loſt: Bee 
cauſe in; this Caſe it is impnſſible- A Men may 
know he has wronged.  Some-hody, ' and remember 
wherein; but if he kaows net who in patticular g 
whom mall he offer the Satisfaction; ? And the 
Caſe is much the ſame, if the Perſon I have rung 
ed is any atber Hay temoved out of my Reach, 26 
liviag in ſome remete and unknown Part of the 
World, or being dead, or | the like ; with only 
this Difference, that if the Wrong was in the E- 
ſtate, and the Perſon. wrong d bath left near Re- 
lations, or other proper Heirs ; a Man is vadoubrt- 
edly obliged to make the Reſtitution or Satisfacti- 
on to theſe, which he ought otherwiſe to have 
made to the Perſon himſelf, had he been living, 
or could he have been come at. And there is 
this Reaſon for it, vis. That the Eftate which 
deſcends'to them comes ſo much leflen'd and im- 
pair'd, as the Value of the Wrong was f. 1 
| the 


— 
— 
_— 


— — * . 4 TS * uv . 4 * 


+ Dr. Tillotſon expreſſes the Reaſon thus, *© Becauſe Satisfaction 
„being due, and I having no Right to keep that which 1 
* have injurioufly gotten, if I cannor Teftore it to the Party 
„ himſelf, I ought in allReaſon to place ir there where I may 
„ moſt reaſonably preſume the Party injur'd would have be- 
# ftow'd his Eſtate, and this Part of it among the Reft, had 
ge been poſſeſs d of it,” And he ſeems to think that this 

- js not to be confin'd 40 Wrong in Mattets „ e, A bs 
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to Reconciliation with an offended Brother, 


the Law of 'M/es provided further; that if there 
was no near Relation of the” Party wrong d to 
whom Reftitorion or Satisfaction might be made 
(which therefore by the way ſuppos'd this ne- 
ceſſary) it ſhould be made to the Lord, i: e., to his 
Prieſt, as Numb. 5. 8. If tbe Man bave no Kinſman 
n retompence tb Treſpaſs unto," let the Treſpaſs be 
recompenced unto the Lord, even to the Prieſ ii 
And it has been (I believe) the- general Tho't of 
pious and judici6vs- Divines, that where we have 
certain and diſtiact Knowledge of any Wrongs 
we have done, but the Perſons we have wronged 
are not in a Capacity of receiving their own in 
a way of Reſtitution, we ought to beſtow, at leaſt, 
the Amount of ſuch Wrongs to pious and chari- 
table Uſes ;/ and not to add in ſuch Ways to our 

own Eſtates. Nor can it (I ſhould think) be any 

ObjeQion hereto, that God has declar'd in Tai. 
61. 8.--- I bate Robbery for Burnt: Offering.--- For, 

that only intends where the Owners (or their 

Heirs) of ſuch Things as we have unjuſtly gotten 

are in a Condition to receive their Does, and we 
neglect or refuſe to reſtore them, under a Pre- 
tence of ſerving God with it; (as if the Almighty 
could be rendred propitious by offering to him the 
Ft uits of our Deceit or Violence) whereas in the 

Inſtances pleaded for, the Perſons wrong'd, were 
all beyond a poſhbility of being righted by us, by. 
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ought to be extended to other Injuries alſo ; for Hs fol- 
lowing Words are, “ And by the ſame Reaſon that I ain 
„ bound thus ro reſtore the Part of his Eſtate which I have 
20 injuriouſly taken or detained from him, I am likeviſe ob- 
. 1 liged to give Satisfaction 0 the ſame Perſon for any other 
* Injury ; tor to whomſoever I would pay a Debt due to 
done that is deceay'd, to rhe ſame Perſon J ought to give 
4 Satisf«ftion for the Injuries, by which a Debi is, tho pot 
v* formally, yet. vertually contracted, 8&4 | 
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any Ames or Satisfa ct ion that could 8 mY 
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Again, 1 
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Fi inally, Nor does this Precept Foun A Man 
to make Satisfaction and Reſtitution cut of Things 
which are not, any more than to Fetſons who are 
not to be found. And the Reaſon of it is the 
ſame, namely, becauſe it is impoſſible : So that 
When a Man has done all that was in his Power, 
and has reſtor'd the whole Subſtance of his Houſe, 
he muſt needs be excuſed ; the Laws of God be 
ing all founded in Reaſon and Equity, and ſuitin 
with the Nature and Exigency of Things. Only, 
it muſt be acknowledged highly reaſonable i in this 
Caſe, that a Man's Sorrow and Costrition ſhould 
abound in Proportion as his. Reſtitution i is forc'd to 
be ſhort ; eſpecially, if it be thro? his Pride, Pro- 
digality, Extravagance or other ill Courſes that he 
is ſo reduced. Yet even in theſe Circumſtances,; 
if a Man not only expreſſes his Shame and Sor- 
row for what is paſt, but likewiſe ſhews himſelf 
willing to ſerve. and oblige, for the future, (in 
every ſuch way as he is capable) all thoſe to whom 
he has been in jurious; it may be hop'd that theſe 
true Tokens of his Repentance will be accepted both 

by God and Man. For if there be firſt a ak 1 
Ming, (ſays the Apoſile, 2 Cor. 8. 12.) it is accep- 
ted according ro that a Map bath, and not accord 
ing to that be bath net. | | 


Me ras ooo, 


And having thus ſaid on the Neg ative Part, 
what this Precept does not intend ot — 45 Man f 
to ; it is Time that I proceed, on the other Hand, 
Affirmatively, to ſhew what it does. And Rene. 
the Courſe a Man is to take, to.reconcile himſelf 
with an offended Brother, being, evide)y to te- 
mene 
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is Reconciliation with an rffented Brother, 


move the juſt Cauſt of his Offence by making bim 


the beſt Satisfaction he is able for whatever Inju- 
ry he may-have done him ; it will be needful for 
us o conſider the ſeveral Sorts and Kinds of Inju- 
fles which may be done by one Man to another. 


- Now theſe are opal! reckon'd up to be ſuch 


as reſpeR eſther a Man's Perſon, bis Name or his 
e. " - . 11 STK a} TY ; P 


And the rf Injury of the former Kind 1 ſhalt 
particularly take Notice of, is that of wounding or 
maiming a Man's Body: Which, whegever it is 
done by Deſign and not thro* mere Accident, or in 
our own neceſſary Defence, or on ſome other moſt 
Jaſft and neceſſary Occaſion, is certainly an Offence 


that calls for Satisfaction; and it is our Duty by 


all Means to ſeek to be reconciled to our Brother 


whom we have thus abuſed & injured, Accord- 


wgly the Law of Merſes enjoined, that if Men 
Brave together, and one ſmore another with a Stone 
or with bis N, fo that the injor'd Perſon was 
raken off from his Labour, then be that ſmote bim 
ſhould pay for tbe lofs 
bim to be thoroughly bealed, Exod. 2 1. 18, 19. This 
was very reaſonable, and is certainly the leaſt Sa- 
tis faction that can be due; for unleſs we. are at 
the Charge of his Cure and allow him for the Loſs 


of his Time, he ſoſtains this Damage wrongfully 


by our Means. And even when we have done 
this, we are ſtill in his Debt for the Pain and An- 


gaiſh we have put him to ; and therefore unleſs he 


is pleaſed to forgive it, upon asking his Pardon and 
owning. our Fault, it is thought we are obliged. to 


offer him over and above, a reaſcnable Compen- 


{lation upon bat Account allo, 


a * R a tw * 


of bis Time, and ſhould cauſe 


a 1. Li © * . 
Anothec 


„ Aotber Tojury to'th 


0130) het 267" Nb. by 


> 'Petfon of our Neighbour! 
Ye th yet great 170 


Jeſt indeed than the for 
to deferve particular Notice, is that of cn 5 
Rica or Fb9l,'or treating him with . 
ous u For however light any Vir 
make of chi, it is very evident by theConfideratib 
of the Context, that our aui had this veryCaſe in 
his Eye when he utter'd thjsPrecept ; and chat we 
ought therefore, to be ready to give Satisfuct ion 
to our Brother whom we haye only in this Kind 
offended, as well as if it had been, by Abufes'of 


more pernicious and injurious ee, Yet 


A 


in as much as the Offence in this Caſe is given 


only in Words, and the Injury extends nb fürthet 
than merely to grieve and diſquiet out Neighbour; 
it is tho't that owning our Fault and asking his 
Forgiveneſs with Promiſes of Amendment, is all 
the Satisfaction that can be juſtly demanded. And 
poly, it may be with reſpe@ to this Kind of 
ojuries, that-our Saviour is more eſpecially to be 
underſtood in Luk. 17, 3, 4. - thy Brot ber treſ= 
paſs againſt thee, rebuke bim; and if he repent, for- 
7757 bim. And if be treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven time 


in a Day, and ſeven times in a Day turn again 


70 thee, ſajing T repent ; thou ſhals forgive bin- 


hut then, to paſs on to Injutjes of the /zcond 


jod : If a Min has been injurious to his Neigh- 
our in his Ryputation---Has hurt or wounded his 
good Name b  ralſing or ſpreading any falfe Re- 
pore of him]; tho*'this is likewiſe an Offence in 
6rd8, yet in as much as the Injury in this Caſe 
done to our Neighbbur, does commonly extend 
ſurther than” meerly to diſquiet and. grieve him, 
viz. that his Charatter abroad in the Wot!d, and 
very often his Trade ar Nen Ed, ta ge 
a Support, do fuffer 1 3 l is n q 
nr”. 016 


” cr 
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Reconciliation with an offended Hrot ber, ty 


the genetal Meabing of that ũn tbe Law oft Mo/es, 
where the unjuſt Poſſeſſor of another Man's good 
was; obliged; hot only toireſtare what he had of his 
Neighbour :; but aiſo th add a fiſth. Part more of 
his on to it 4. For unleſs, beſides the Prigcipas 
which we took from. our Neighbour, we reſtore 
likewiſe the Pryſis of his Goods, or make him 
reaſonable Allowance for the Time they have been 
in our Hands, he is till a Looſer wrengfuhg by 
our Means; and ſo long as he continues ſuch, he 
muſt needs ha ve /ometwbas. againſt us: Noris there 
any other Way co romove this, and get ou Neigh- 
bour whom we have wrong'd, in ſuch Matters; to 
be. reconcil d to us, but either by fully repairing 
the Damage we have dove him, or doing towards 
it what js in our Power, with Intreaties to him to 
abate the reſt. | 


SW How 

tit 55: ud, bend os omutyro 10 Hd 3 

Thus I have explained (after a Manhec) the 
Nature of the Duty here e joined, by ſnhewing 
what our Lord deſign'd in ſaying, that if we 
remember aur Brother hath: Ought againſt+ us, we 
muſt be reconcifd to him. I have ſuppos d his 
Meaning to be, that if we have injur'd any Man 
upon any Account, it is out Duty, upon the ear- 


lieſt Conviction thereof, to uſe our utmoſt Diligence, 


to make the beſt Satisfaction and Compenſation 
in our Power for the Injury we have done, accord- 
iag to the Nature and Circumſtances of it. And 
for this End, I have briefly run over the moſt 
uſual Heads of Wrong, ta ſhew: what Sort of Sa- 
tisfaction and Compenſat ion it is, that js 'required 
in thoſe particular Caſes, e. 
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n according d _ Method propoſed; 
Jami. Os do ei d mofa 90197: 

11. To tnforce the Phatfice of this Daty by a: 
during che Evidences, that till we comply with 
ou Lor Injunction birtin, we ate not in 2 Cas 
paciry to worſip God acrept abiy ; nor can on any 
good Grounds hope, © be will forgive tb Wrong; 
tobirb being dine by iis to pur OY Wt are ner 
why o repair. ei n d en- E 21/9 of 
90 „st ester 5 21 dan hoe * 
And this will __ if we conſider, 
. The Scope and Drift of the Text, kdichns Is 
cettaloly to caution us, that tho! we ſhould even 
be come into God's Preſence onA Deſign of Vor. 
up, yer if we there call to Mind any Wrong or 
Injury we have done to our Neighbour: and for 
which we have not yet made him ſuitableAmends; 
we ſhould not preſume to proceed, but deſiſt from 
our Deſign'of Worſhip, till we have firſt done 
Juſtice to our Neighbour: Leave there thy Gift l- 
fore the” Altar, and go thy way, firſt be. reconciled 10 
#by Brother. Now our Lord would never have 
enjoined this, if our; Worſhip: could have been ac+ 
cepted in ſuch —— ; and therefore that 
it will not, he more than intimates, when he thus 
adviſes us to defer the offering of our Worſhip to 
God, till we are gotten into good Terms with our 
Brother. 80 that if there was no other Text in 
the Bible which ſpake the ſame Thing, I ſhould 
think this abundantly ſufficient to convince us, 
that, that Man is in no wiſe capable of performing 
atriprable Worſhip to bis. Maker, who: lives in tbe 
allow'd Practice of any Kind of Injaſtice ta bis Neigb- 
bur. . 2: += 8 ae, 


— _— OSD Adonis, „ 


When there are ſo many other Scriptures 


bib plainly ſay as much, we have the more Rea- 
ſon 


— 


B 


2 3 2 6 — „ 


.1 1:1 Baplained and ah... wy 


ſon to ba ſatisfiedy\ that this was really dm Lord's 
Meaging. . 5:11 2h hy haves hg wt matt eb 
ende don Sn) it niegs bag. T v\r\ Gama 
Phus the wiſe: Mar tells us, Prov. 15. 8. bs 
Sacrifice | of the Hithed in an  Abomination ta 1b 
Lord: - Which is certainly mort tha if He had 
ſaid, it is uhacceptable to him; God is not ple 
ed with it; What is an Abominstion ro ihe 
Lord is more likely toincenſe his Anger ind di 
down' hi heavy Judgment upon ds, than zt all 
to pleaſe him briprocare\his Favour, © Ad inthe 
21 Chap. 7 / He repeats the ſame Thiog; only 
with this Addition, Hew macb more ben be bring 
ab it m a witked u,, At If he Had faid, 
God i ſb far from being pleaſed moet ly with 
© Sacrifices,that when they are offered hy impiods 
© Men; who never think of 4mending their Lives, 
© he deteſts them ; eſpecially, when at that very; 
„Time, they have ſome wicked Deſga in theit 
Heads which they think to ſanct iy by them 
When they are ſo vain and fooliſh as to imagine, 
& it will atone for the Wickedneſs of their Lives, 
&© and particularly for the Injuftice and Oppreſſion 
© which they practice towards their Neighbour. 


And this is agreable to what we often meet with 
in the Prophets: Thus in Jer. 6. 20. To what 
Purpoſe (ſays God) cometh there to me Incenſe from 
Seba p And. tbe ſweet Cane from a far Country f 
Tour Burnt-Offerings are not acceptable, nor your Sa- 
crifices ſweet unto me: The Reaſon of which is 
given in the foregoing Part of the Chapter in di- 
vers Inſtances This City is wholly Oppreſſion in 
the midſt of ber. Ai 4 Fountain caſteth ont ber Ma- 
ters, ſo ſhe eafteth out ber Wickedneſs : Violence and 
Spoil is beard in ber, before me continually is . Grief 
and Mounds. - From the leaſt of tbem even unto the 
3 : greateſt 
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ef thy Songs, for I uill gat bear the: Melody of tb 


10 Reconciliation with an \offended* Brot ber, 


greateſt of them, every one it given ta Caiietouſneſs ;| 
and from the Prophet even unto the Prieſt, every: on 
dealeth falſly#. And again in the Prophet Amos, 
in the fifth Chapter of his Propheſy 2 Afrer divers 
Inſtances of their: Injuſtice and Oppreſſion: They 
turned Fudgment ta % or mwood arid: left off Righa 
tenuſuc/i in tb Baritb*. They trod uponthe Poor and 
aok from. bim Burdens of Wheat, tbey offiicted: the 
Juſt, trak Bribes, and turned aſide tbe Por in tha 
Gate f. It ſollowsgin the 21, 22, 23. Verſes, I 


ate, I deſpiſe your Funaſt Days, andi will not ſmell 


in your ſolemn Aſſemblies.” The qe offer me; Hurnt- 
Offerings, aud your. Meat-Offerings, I till not| actept 
them: : |. Neither will I Yegard' the. Peace Qffering vf 
your fat Beaſts. -| Take thou away from nie the Noiſe 


Viols. And then in the next Verſe, the Proph 

proceeds, But let \Fudgment ruy (down: as Mater s, 
and Rig bteauſueſi as a mighty; Stream. Let Juſ- 
„ tice have its free Courſe; ſo that the meaneſt 
«© Perſons may ſeel the Benefit of it. cf He: ſhews' 


them what would render God propitious; and gain 


a: favourable Acceptance of their Sacriſices; they 
muſt join Righteouſneſs and Charity, end the Prac- 
tice of other moral Duties with their religious 
Rites.- They muſt be juſt and kind:to Men, and 
not only abſtain from ſuture Injuries, but repair 
thoſe they had already. done; and then offer their 
Gifts and Sacrifices to God: Then he would ac- 
cept them, but not before, I 


et aide . ata of 7” : or ore men are 
And the like is ſaid ia other Places with Reſpect 
to Prayer, Faſt ing, and ſuch other external Acts 
of religious Worſhip, as Men are called vo attend 


— 
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V. 6, 7713. F. j. qt V. 11, 13, 5 A 


„ Exlained and Iaferaad. 49 


and perform under tbe Goſpel : Theſe muſt 
mpanied” with Righteouſneſs and Charity,and 


are de] nd 


Can ye; be. ſo, yain and. impudent, as 10 think; 


m 
op, ie Devotion, a Place of Sanctuary and 
Pratedtien to Malefactots, who perform an 
e outward. Service to me there, that they may 
continue the more ſecurely.in their Sins ?? Ber 
| bo}d, even I haus ſeen. it ſaith the Lord. But go ve 
now unto my Place which was in Sbiloh, where |] ſes 
my Name at the; firſt, and ſee whas I did 40: it, for 
tte Wickedneſs of my Pe ple Iſrael. And now becauſe 
| ye bave done all theſe Works, — therefore will 1 
do unto this. H uſe ----- wherein ye truſt, as J 
as I bave done % Shil»b, *.. So allo in the 38th Ch. 
of Iſai. 3, 4, 5, 6. Ver. Hberefore haue we fafted, 
ſay they, and thau ſceſt not f. Wherefure bave we af- 
Hicted our Soul, and th utakeft no Knewledge f He- 
bold, in tbe Day ef) cur Faſt you: find Pleaſwe, and 
5 Fer, 72 1 12, 15, 144 FW 
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exat? all your: Labour. Bebold, ye faſt for Kviſ⸗ 
and Debate, and to ſmite with the Hi of Wickedneſs; 
ye ſhalt nt faſt as ye do #his Day, to make your Voice 
to be "beard on bjgb.---- Is wot this the Faſt that J 
dave choſen ? To looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, 10 
undo the beavy Burdens," and to let-the Oppreſſed go 
free, and that ye break every Toke ® This is the 
Jeaft that we can do, to render our religious Ser- 
vices acceptable to the divine Being, that we ab- 
ſtain from future 1nJuries, and undo, to the beſt 
of our Power, ſuch as we have already done; 
freeing the oppteſſed from whatever Oppreſſions 
they gtoan under by out Means, and making Re- 
patation of our Wrongs to all ſuch as we have been 
injurious to, in hate ver Kind or Inſtance : For in 
the following Verſe, more than this is required, 
namely, that we ſhew Mercy and Compaffion to 
all that are in Affliction, by what Means or by 
whoſe Means ſoever their Calamity is come upo 
them; I it not to deal tby Bread to the Hungry, and 
that thou bring tbe Poor that are caſt "out, to thy 
Houſe ? When tbou ſteft the Naked, that ' thou cover 
bim, and that thou bide not thy ſelf from thine own 
Fleſh ? And in the firſt Chapter of the ſame Pro- 
phet, to mention no more, the utter Inefficacy 
and Unprofitableneſs of all religious Duties, per- 
formed by ſuch: who live in the Practice of an 
Uarighteouſneſs or Cruelty towards their Fellow- 
Creatures, is largly inſiſted on, and declared in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms: To what Purpoſe is the Mul- 
titude of your Sacrifices unto me ſaith the Lord: 
ben ye come to appear before me, wbo bath required 
this at your Hand to tread my Courts Bring n0 
more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomination unto 
me - When ye ſpread forth your Hands, I will 
bide mine Eyes from you : Na, when ye make many 
Pra, ers, I will 644 bear: Your HanDs ARE EULL 
OF 
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or Boop. S0 long as they were unjuſt to Men, 
„ rigorous and ſevere in their Impoſitions, and 
« cruel and mercileſs in their Exact ions from their 
© Brethreti and Fellow-Creatures, they could not 
© be acceptableWorſhippers of God. Andthere- 
fore, in the Verſes immediately ſucceeding th 
already cited, the Prophet proceeds to inform them, 
what they muſt do as the only ſure Means to ren- 
der their Worſhip of God pleaſing to him, and as 
the indiſpenſable Condition of their obtaining his 
Pardon and Favour ; Waſh ye, make ye clean, put 
away the Evil of your Doings from before mine Fes, 
ceaſe to do Evil, learn to doll ell, ſeek udgment, re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſ5, plead for the 
Widow. Come now and let us reaſon togetber, ſaith 
tbe Lord, &c. © OED 1 


Thus (I ſnhould think) it ſufficiently appears, how 

much in vain it is to implore the divine Compaſſi- 
on, or to hope that God will accept us in any 
Wort ſhip we can give him, ſo long as we refuſe to 
comply with our Saviour sln junction in the Text, 
to undo all our unrighreous Deeds (as far as in us 
lies) by making ſuitable Amends to all ſuch whom 
we know our felves to have injured. The Scrip- 
tures are exceeding foll and clear to this Purpoſe, 


. and certainly, the beſt Proof we can have of any 


Thing of thisNature is from them. God, who is the 
Object of our Worſhip, and from whom we expect 
the Acceptance and Return of it, has an undoubt- 
ed Right to preſcribe the Conditions and Qualifi- 
cations of fach Worſhip as he will accept of from 
us: And ja his Word he has ſhewn us what is 
Gobd, and hat he requires of us, in order to out 
abtaining his Favour, and that eternal Life he has 
revealed and bro's ta Light to us in the Goſpel. 
7 Shes ACS And 
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ol 50 paſs, op anal 93.“ 
ety 9 2 1 I been leſs full, or, c cles 
| 11 855 4 tbe neee 


> argped, from Re For our, m Reaſ 
tell. that, as 19 3s 0 Ground to SA 
a oa for any Sig af quts without Repeny 
5 {88 be no. 7 Repentance, for ay 
1155 _ wh ereby our Neighboug, is hurt and 


10 lop we ate able. Pot in theſe Kinds, of Sin (89 
one has well obſetved 95 66 There are twW O Things 
1 7 niderg ble, the Irtegulerity and Viciouſpels 

the Act, and the evil EffeQs ot it upon other 
ie Men: The formes reſpeQts the Law, and calls 
de for Sorrow and Repentance for our Violation 
& of it ; the latter reſpects the Perſon that is in - 
as Jured, and calls for Satisfaction and Reſtituti- 
on,“. Nor can a Man be; thought to be truly 
eriey'd. and ſorry for what he — done, when he 
wil not u 1702 nts, kFarpaog in all-ſuchCaſes, as be 
1 y be, more. or . leſs, in all 

aſes. and alete. 8 to our Neighbour. 
In ſuch Caſes and — therefore, no Man can 
be belie vd, bo ſays, he is heartily griev'd and 
ſorry. for what he has, done, uoleſs he teſtify his 
Sincerity by ſhewing. a willingneſs to make Satis- 
faction: For can any Man be ſuppoſs'd to. chuſe 
Grief and Sorrow, whep he may relieve: himſelf 
G. repairiog, his Injury,? , Unleſs in this Caſe his 

rief would be greater to part with what he has 
unjuſtly gotten. chan it is for his Sin 3 and then his 
Repentance. is not true, -- his Sorrow is not ſuth- 
cent: Nor can, it be thought, in the leaſt, un juſt 
ar unreaſonable, that. be would bear the Nane 
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ed, without © making him the Beſt Satis, | 
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ment of his T ratiſgie ſſion who is nat -willipg . 
pact With the Gain er Adyantage, of, it > For 

long 38 4Mun:epjoys the Hroßt of hisgin he love ig. 
No Man ever lovd any Sin merely for ixfelt,:\ bar 
ſor ſome Profit or Advagtagerhe expected to reap 
from it; and ſo long agihetzcgains that, he does 
not hate his Sia, - He does not truly tepent of it. 
— 1097 ese dei e nus 

13 Agsio, 180) Das „ii ien Gt ee 
How can he be tho t to reſalue agaioſt his Sin; 
ho continues in it? Which every unjuſt Man 
does, till he makes Reparation of the Wrongs, he 
bas done e Roe if it was/a: Sin to do the Iojury at 
firſt, it is the ſame continued ot to make Satis 
faction. His, Neighbour ſoffets Wrong all the 
while, till Reparation- is made; and thetefote, all 
that Time the injurious Perſon is, as it were, re- 
pesting bis Sin. — And nothing certainly is more 
contrat y to Repentance than to continue in the 
Sia, we pretend to repeat of. With what Face 
then, can any Man ſay, He is ſorry for what he 
has done, aod wherein he has done amiſs, he is 
reſolv*'d-by the Grace of God to do ſo no more, 
(which-is the leaſt that can be implied in true Re- 
pentadce) when, at the ſame Time, his Practice 
ſhews the coptrary-? He holds faſt the unjuſl Ga io 
and will not let it go; he continues and, yertually 
repeats the Injury he has done his Neighbour ; 
which does not grow leſs by Length of Time, but 
rather increaſes by his being kept out of his Goods, 
which he had a Right to the Advantage of: 80 
that nothing but Reſtitution can ſtop the Progreſs 
of ſuch Sins : Nor can any;Repentance- be ſuffici- 


ent and available in ſuch Caſes without it. 


| And hence it is, that in Ezek. 33. 14, 15, I6. 
Reſtoring is made ſo great a Patt of a Siune! 5 Re- 
: D 2 pentance; 
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pentance; and is laid down as the neceſſary and 
tndiſpeofible Condition of his obtaining Pardon 
and Life. Again when I ſay unto ibe Wicked, thou 
Pali ſurely die : If be turn from bis Sin, and do 
3bat whith'is lawful and rig; if the Wicked reſtore 
#bePledge,give again tbat be bad robbed, & c. As much 
as if he had ſaid, ** When I denounce Death and 
© Deſtruction to the Wicked, there is but this one 
© Way to eſcape it, and that is by Repentance ; 
6 but then rake Notice, what a Repentance it is 
5e that will avail to this End, it is cor a bewailing 
«© ourſelves and lamenting over our Sins, but a 
©© forſaking of them and returning to our Duty; 
4 if be turn from bis Sin and do that which is lawful 
% and'right ; for Inſtance, if he has been guilry 
of Injuſtice and Oppteſſion, if he leave hisCourſe 
and deal juſtly and righteouſly with his Neigh- 
„ boor, and not only ſo, but alſo make Reſ- 
<< rirution for the Injoty he has done, and reſtore 
** what he hath unjuſtly detain'd and taken away; 
66 If be reſtore the Pledge and give again that be batb 
* robbed, and do no Injuſtice for the future, but 
«© walk in the Statutes of Life without committing 
„ Iniquity ; upon theſe Terms and no other be 
© ſhall live, he ſhall not die.” From whence tis 
plain, that unleſs he does reſtore the Pledge and 
give again that he hath robbed, (and there is the 
ſame Reaſon for Satisfaction or Reſtitution in all 
other Caſes of Injury) his former Sentence will 
ſand good againſt him, not to be revers'd or a- 
voided by any Prayers or Tears ; in his Wicked- 
neſs and in his Injuitice that he hath done, and 
* continues in without Repentance, Ze all ſure- 
y die. 
Nor is there the leaſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
a Man's Prayers or Tears ſhould avail him any 
Thing, ſo long as he declines his Duty, * 55 
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ſuſes to comply with the Terms of Pardon und 
Acceptance which God bas preſcrib'd.” Por 

is Maſter of his own Favours: What he wey/nb 
obliged” to grant at all, that he may graut (f he 
is plenſed at all to grant it) only upon ſueh Terms 
as he ſhall chuſe. Therefore for any to expe&t 


Pardon or any other Favour from God, when the 


Condicions, on which alone he has given us any 
Incouragement to hope for thoſe Mercies and 
Bleſfings at his Hand, are not comply'd with but 
are rejected, is bold Preſumprion,---- is ſo far 
from being an acceptable Exerciſe of divine Faith, 
which has ever the Word of God for its Ground 
and Support, that it is plainly an Expectation, 
which we cannot hope ſhould be anſwer d, with- 
out ſuppoſing that God may deal with Men, o- 
therwiſe than he has declar'd in his Word he will 
do ; which certainly argues Infidelity rather than 
true Faith. And Importunity, when thus grounded 
on an Expectation that God may be falſe to his 
owa Word, muſt needs be more likely to offend 
him and incue his angry-Rebukes than to prevail 
with him for any Mercy or Favour, 


Further, ITT : 
God, as he is Governour of the World, mu 


needs be concern'd to ſee that the Laws of Juſtice 


and Righteouſneſs are duly obſerved, and that 


none of his Subjects wrong and injure one another, 


or if they do that they don't go unpuniſhed for it 4. 
So that when a Man comes to God to ask Pardon 
for any Injuſtice he has been guilty of, without 


* 
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# I make Uſe here, as alſo elſe where often in this Diſcourſe, 
of the Thoughts and ſome of the Expredjons of Biſhop 
BLAgKALL upon this lame Subject. 
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makigg:Amends (if able) for the Jojury he bas 
— to one of his Fellow: SubjeRs 6 it is as gif be 
auld. befeech che Almighty that he would lay 
down his Gavernzess of the World, or at eaſt, thut 
he weuld not igſiſt upon Righiahſutſs and Aggity 
in the Adminiſſrat ion of it. It is in effect 0 
pra Nod, that he would ſide with him ia de 
Weopg he has done, and give bim Leaue to corp 
tine, it without calling him. do an Account. Aut 
ther ſuch a Petition as this he ſit and ſuitable 

tobe preſented to the divine Being, let any rea- 
ſagable Man judge ; ot whither to grant it, if oſ⸗ 
ſer d. ould . be confiltent with the. divine Perſec· 
tions and Attributes, , Ie not God ſuch an one, as 
cannot be tempfed ta Evil? Will he, who is eſ- 
ſentially righteous, and juſt, ever be ptevailed:on 
to Forſake. a righteous Cauſe, and that ont of 
Friendſhip to an uquſt: Man? Lesſt of all x0; be 
ſore, will he ever do this, for one Who when he 
bas wrogg'd his Brother and Follow · Subject is then 
ſo impudent, as to go to God toſhe patroniz d in 


Ke; F Beſides, 


211 ien 4 917% 6 in 3. 
How ſhould ſuch a Man's Prayers prevail for 


Pardon, when, at the ſame Time, there are others 
who have been injarid by bim, crying for Toſtice £ 
Behold, ſaysthe Apoſtle Fames, Jem. 5. 4. Bebld, 
the Hire of the Labrgrers, wbich ,bave reaped, daun 
your Fields, which is af you kept hack by Frauli, gra- 
eth: And ibe Cries of them which have reaped, ar 
entred into the Bars of the Lard of Sabbanth, '' As 
much as if he had ſaid, Jou in vain cry to God. 
or ſeek his Pardon of your Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
& ſion, fo long as you continue in it. Till you 
£© pay your Labourers their Dues and ſo prevail 
« with them to. withdraw their Complaints agaioſt 


** you, which are already heard and allow'd of as 


C6 juſt, 
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6. ** vou to n urpoſe ony for Mercy ed feel 
t any. Favour: for yourſelves:'. For: weft 
<. Cries ſhould God bear but theit's who Have moſi 
« Right. on.their Side?”  The:Lerd rxeauterh Rib · 
teouſneſs, end Judgment for all iat are oppreſſed;\ 
Efah 103. 6 , If therefote my  Nejghbour's/ 
Cauſe ie beiter them mine, it muſt needs pre- 
4e, pail ac that eighteots Tribunal:“ - If he har 
more Reaſon to plead againſt me, than F have td 
plead for my ſelf, he will certainly be heard heſure 
me: For tbe rigbreous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs 
nad, ſhell nas m Fudge! of al e Ear do l 4 
10 11691 vr 90 45 
Thus you ſee; dete ie A pee Geste 3 
Scriptute and Reaſon in this Font: The Schp- 
tue declares, that God wild noe regard the Gifts 
of Prayers af any Man, ſo long aeihis Brother barb 
ought againſt him; that is, till he makes even with 
his Brother, ot removes his juſt Cauſe of 2 
and Complatot, by reſtoring whatever. of hi, 
has githet by Fraudtor Violence gorted from bam; 
or detained without his Koowjedge or agu inſt his 
Will ; as alſo by making him ſuitable Amends for 
what ſoe ver other Injury. And) Res ſon teaches às 
much, , namely, chat it can't be expected, the vigh-" 
teous God (who is the Governor of the” World” 
- and theJudge of all Men, and whenatocally loves 
Righteouſneſs and hates n "ſhould' ſo fat” 
pats onize and incourage wicked Men, in their 
Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, as to grant them a Pare ! 
don fot thoſe-Grimes, while they contiae iti them j 
and alſo, that Men do continue in thoſe Hes, 
till by SatisfaRion and. Reſtivution; they remove 
that juſt Cauſe of Offence / and Complaitr, which | 
theis Neighbours have ages inſt them: Ad'whict 
they ig ver will ha ve, till they do them Right, © S0 
that till this be comply d wich, ſuch Mey: i 3 
7 C Het 
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offer their Gifts or Prayers to God ; for they are 
neither acceptable to him, nor profitable to them- 
ng thy Gift #0 the ' Altar and there 
remembreſt that thy. "Brother bath Ougbt againſt thee, 
leave -there thy Gift. before the Altar, A 00 THY" 
War, ie. don't preſume to offer it, till thou 
©. art reconcil'd: to thy Brother, go thy Way, rſt” 
be reconciled to thy Brother, for if thou offer thy 
Gift before hie. it will be N lr a Colt be-" 
« owed in vain.“ | | , aha; * 4 
nnn 1 | n 9111 

8 And, this, 1 think, \has bebe ſolfictently con- 
firm'd and made out. But now leaſt any ſhould 
object and ſay, If the Caſe be ſo, here s a (good 
Ples fot the Omiſſos of religious Duties; ſor if 
when I have bro't my Gift to the Altar in many 
Caſes I may ot proceed to offer it, and if 1 do, it 
will-rathec, increaſe and aggtavate my Sin, han 
at all avail me towards the procuring of the di- 
vine Favour, had 1 not better wholly omit the 
Duties of religious Worſhip, than to run ſuch Aa 
Riſque of ar Em e 170 9018594 o 
To obviate this ObjeRtion 3nd take away aft 
Grounds for it, our Lord adds in the cloſe of the 
Text, and then come and offer thy Gift, i. e. A 
ſoon as thou art reconciled to my Brother, go' 
ce on with thy intended Worſhip:* 
timating, he-did in no wiſe deſign to relesfe Men 


from their Obligation to the Duties of Worſhip ' 


- Piety, by thus enjoining on them the Duties 
Rig — and Charity. He had only ad- 
viſed 1 de ſetr ing of an Ad of Worſhip for a 
Time, till we could qualify ourſelves for the c- 
ceptable Diſcharge ot it ; but did in no 'wiſe menn 
to ſuggeſt, as if we coold live in the Neglect of 
of worſhippiog God, in the Seaſons for it, with- 
13 out 


Clearly in- 
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out Sin, any more than in the Neglect of doing 
Juſtice to ſuch whom we had injut d. For tho 
we may not offer our Gift, and tho wg can't hope 
for Acceptance with God, if we do, ſo. long as 
our Neighbour has, any juſt Cauſe of Offence and 


Complaint againſt us; (by, Reaſon of any. known 
Wrong we have done him, and for which we have 


not yet offer'd him ſuitable Satisfaction) yet we 
are not in this Caſe, to fit down eaſy in the, Ne- 


| glect of religious Duties, but are with all poſſible 


Speed and Diligence to be reconciled to our Bro- 
ther; and then, when this is done, to perform 
ſuch Duties of Worſhip and Religion, as we are 
call'd to. When thou art firſt .reconcil'd to thy 
Brother, ben come and offer thy Gift. The Neglect 
of reconciling my ſelf to my Brother, will in, no 
wiſe excuſe my Omiſſion of the Duties af Wor- 
ſhip ; nor will my Omiſſion of the Duties, of Wor- 
ſhip, excuſe or at all extenuate my Neglect of 
doing Juſtice to an inzur'd Neighbour, , For both 
theſe ate neceſſary; and tho' if we are ſtraitned 
in Time, and both can't be done together, we 
have our Saviour's Warrant here for deferripg our 
Worſhip.of God till we have firſt diſcharg'd a ne- 
ceſſaty Debt to our Neighbour ; yet we have 
likewiſe his Command for both. Be reconciled 10 
thy Brother, and, come and offer thy Gift. 


And this is alſo agreeable to what we meet with 
io other Scriptures. In the Parable of the Marri- 
age of the, King's Son, recorded in the formec 
Pact of the 22 Chap. Matth, when one of the. 
Gueits came to, the Marriage-Feaſt without a Wed- 
ding: Garmeht, his Puniſhment was, to be taken 
from the Table and caſt into Priſon ; which re- 
preſents to us the Caſe of thoſe, who dare come 
into God's Preſence to offer their Worſhip to him, 

FF 1 under 
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under the Guilt of ay Khown and altow'd Sin; 
and particulafly, the Cafe of that Man, who con- 
trary to our Saviotrr's Command in the Text, will 
petſume to offer His Gift, before he is recon d to 
His Btother ; that is, hö, while he remembers, 
that he has injur'd tis Neighbovr, and is ſenfible 
that his Neighbour has Matter of juſt Complaint 
apaidſt Rim upon that Account, yet oegle&s or refu- 
ſes to give him tea ſonable and chriſtiandatisfact ion. 
Both his Perſon” and Service are rejected of God, 
and his very Prayer is turned into Sin; But then, 
be fides this Man in the Parable, you will find there 
were others, who -flighted the King's Invitation, 
and came not at all ro the Feaſt ; aptly pointing 
out to vs thoſe, who on whatever Pretence indulge 
themſelves in the Omiffion of holy Duties. And 
were thefe commended 'for their not coming? or 
were any of the Excuſes they made allow'd of ? 
No, but theſe incur'd as heavy a Puniſhment for 
their ſinful ab/enting rhemſelves from the Feaſt, as 
the other did for his unſeemly Attendance at it; 
as v. J. of that Chap. HW ben the King beard there- 
of, that is, of the unworthy and baſe Refuſal of 
rhoſe Men to comply with the kind Invitation he 
had ſent them; be was wrath, and ſent forth bis 
Armies and deſtroyed them. © FO 


Again, in the 11 Chap. 1 Cor. The Apoftle 
Paul ſpeaks there of ſome, who very unworthily 
and after the moſt undue Manner partook of the 
holy Supper ; and of theſe he ſays v. 29. They 
eat and drink Judgment to themſelves, not deſcerning 
be Lora's Body, i. e. Making no proper Differ- 
ence between their common Meals in their own 
Houſes, and this ſolemn religious Meal in the 
Church, tho? in truth their Behaviour was ſuch a; 


would very ill have became Chtiſtians at their 


COMMON 


. 
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common Meals: But what then? Doesthe Apoſ- 
tle forbid their coming any more? Does he re- 
commend it to them, as their beſt and ſafeſt Courſe 
to abſtain from the Ordinance for the future 
No, by no Means, but what he preſcribes and 
adviſes them to, is, that they would amend for 
the future, what had been smiſs in Time paſt, 
That they would reform thoſe Diſorders and Miſ- 
be ha vidurs which had render'd them ſuch unwor- 
thy Communicants, and expoſed them to ſuck 
4 ſore Judgmenrs, v. 28. But let a Man examine bim- 
; ſelf; and /o let bim cat of that Bread and. drink of 
that Cup. Which is the very ſame Courſe; that 
is preſcribed by our Saviour inthe Text. He that 
| has injur'd his Brother, and 'refufes to do him 
Joſtice, may not preſume to offer his Giſt, or if 
he does, it will not meet with a favourable Ac- 
ceptance. What ſhall he do then? May he omit 
to offer his Gift, becauſe he is in in thoſe Circum- 
ſtances? No, he may not do that neither; but 
he muſt reconcile himſelf to his Brother by making 
him reaſonable Amends, and bes oſſer bis Gift. He 
muſt do both; for thoſe very Precepts which en- 
joyn religious Duties, enjoyn it likewiſe ' upon us 
to prepare and qualify ourſelves for the due Per- 
formance of them; and our unpreparedneſs to 
per form a religious Duty, when that is dur Faulk, 
will id no wiſe excuſe: our Omiſſion of it; unleſs 
one Pault could excuſe another, which is very ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe : Nor yet is it enough that we 
prepare'ourſelves for religious Doties and reft thete, 
but we muſt likewiſe perfotm them: When we 
have prepated ourſelves to offer our Gift by doitig 
Juttice to, and thereby making? Pesce with, gut 
injur q Beother, we muſt then come and ufer it. 
Asad thus much may ſuffice ſor the Doct ind! 
handling of theſe Words? 1 would 1608 endes- 
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1. What we have heard} may ſerve (I ſhould 
think) to convince us of the Folly and Miſfakę of 
thaſe who turn their Backs upon agycgteligious 
Duty, becauſe, as they imagine, their Nejgbbour 
or. Brother has done them ſome. Wrong: It is true 
iadeed, if they themſelves: had done the Wrong, 
they would have ſome Reaſoo for their deferring 
an Act of Worſbip,: till they 'could-firſt do an Act 
of Juſtice, in repairing tbe Wrong they had done; 
tho even ia this Caſe they could not be juſtified 
in their Omiſſion of religious Duties, for any 
longer, Time than juſt while they were diſcharging 
theit neceſſaty Duty to their Brother. ben thou 
art firſt reconciled to thy Brother, then come and of- 
fer tby Gift. Nor may weidelay this, as we pleaſe, 
for in the very next Verſe our Lord egjoyns the 
doing of it quickly, Agree with thine Adverſary 
quickly, hiles thou art in the, Way with bim 
Bot this is not what is pleaded by theſe Perſons, 
as the Ground of their Conduct in this Affair; but 
only that-theic Neighbour has wronged them, and 
win give them no Satisfaction. Abd be it ſo, 
their Neighbour, then, it ſeems, is not for the pre- 
ſent in a Capacity to perform any acceptable Wor- 

Hip to God: Bot What is this to them? Are 
they leſs capable of wonſhipping God acceprably 
tbemſelves? Or will their Neighbout's having 
injor'd them, any more juſtify their going away 

From a religious Duty, than it can be ſuppoſed in 

Reaſon to diſquajify them for it? Certainly, it 

cannot be pleaded in this Caſe 'any more than in 
the other. As another's Sin affords not. the leaſt 


Colour of Reaſon why a Man ſhould not be ca pa- 


- ble of wolſbipping God with./as much Agceptange 
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and b as if it had never been; ſs neither does 
it, why he ſhould go away from ay divine Ordi- 
nance he bas the Opportunity of enjoying : Fot 
ſhould the lanocent be puniſhed for- Guilty 7 18 e 
well obſerved, „That as it were unteaſonable for 
an innocent Perſon to be puniſhed e 
& of others, wherein he had no Hand, and where- 
©, uato he gave no Conſent; ſo ir were more un- 
GE. reaſonable,” that a godly Man ſhould neglect 
6 Duty, and puniſh himſelf in not coming for 
6e his Portion in the Bleffing of the Seals, as be 
ought, becauſe others come that ought ot,” 
Or, to ſet the Matter in another Light: 1 h 
Neighbour will not do his Duty ia one Refpecy, 
is that a Reafon why I ſhould neglet my own in 
another ? If my Neighbour is unjuſt or unkind to 
me, is that a Reaſon why I ſhould be undutiful 
to my Maker and negle& to pay him that Wor- 
ſhip and Homage that is due to him from all his 
reaſonableCreatures ? If Men attended ſocial Wor- 
ſhip only to ſignify their Chatity and Reſpects for 
one another, it would hardly be a ſufficient Foun- 
dation for their Neglect of ir, that there was one 
or two they did not very well like, who belonged 
to the ſame Society; but if it be to pay their ne- 
ceſſary Duty to the divine Being, and to ger Good 
to themſelves by ChriſtianOrdinances ,there iscer- 
tainly leſs Reaſon for it ſtill :: For are we nor to 
obey God, and to take Care of our own Souls; 4 
however others may neglect to obey him, or to 
take Care of their's ? And if it be the Head of 
the Society, or the Miniſter himſelf, that theſe 
Perſons are offended with, the Caſe will be much 
the ſame. If Men attended the Worſhip of God, 
in his Houſe or at his Table, only to pay a Com- 
pliment to their 'Miniſter, or to expreſs their gnod 
"dog of his Adminiſtration ; there would then 
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indeed be ſome Senſe in it, that when they are: 
diſpleaſed with him they ſhould attend no longer. 
Bux if this was not their Ead in going to the 
Hovſe of God, (as few I believe will profeſs it) 
why. ſhould they ceaſe to do ſo, AS ſoen: as they 
have conceiv'd or taken up a Prejudice againſt the 
Migiſter? Is Chriſt leſs worthy to be obey d, or his 
Ordinances. leſs necefſyr y, becauſe he that admiaiſ- 
' rers them has happeu'd to give ſome Offence, or 
does not in ail Points behave himſelf juſt 
as ſuch Perſons; think be ſhouldꝰ But to cloſe 
_ this Reflection ia one Word; as nothing but a 
Man's own Sin can diſqualify him for the Worſhip 
of Gad, (and that ill not juſtify him in the Neg- 
lect of it, as has. been ſhown, for. our Saviour in 
the Text only warrants the deferring an Act of 
Vorſhip for a Time, till a Man can qualiſy him- 
elf for the acceptable Performance of it, by a 
due Exerciſe of Repentance, and particularly, of 
that Part of Repentance which conſiſts in doing 
Juſtice to an inzur'd Brother) ſo no other Confi- 
deration ſhould ever prevail on us to turn our 
Backs upon any divine Ordinagce': But every 
Man ought to pay a conſtant Homage to his Ma- 
ker in the Society he belongs to, till ſuch Time at 
leaſt as he thinks he ſees ſufficientiReaſon to go 
from them; for that Which will not juſtify a Man 
in leaving a Society; will much leſs juſtify him in 
neglecting the Worſhip of the Society, ſo long as 
be contiaues a Member of it. 
a f Ene 5 w BYC.H55609 
2. What we have heard may-coovince us, how 
great Streſs is laid pn a confciencious' Diſcharge of 
the Nate of Righteas/neſs and Chatity ; and how 
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neceflacy and ęſſintia]! Parts of our holy! Religion 
theſe ate, Theſe, Dvties ate apt to be too little 
regarded ſometimes by Men profefiing a n 
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of Piety and Devotibn ; arid thetefore the gerip- 
ture to meet dur Corruption, and to ſer the he 
ſttait (as one expteſſes it) ſeems to bend it 4h 
other Way, and to lay a greiter'Srreſs upon t 
Duties than upon any other. Thus in Hoſ. 6. 8. 
I deſired Mercy, (ſays God) and norSatrifice  wiiieh 
Sayitig is cited by our" Saviour in the New. Teſtal 
ment to convince the Phariſtes oftheir Error; who 
tho't that Acts of Piety and Devotion were ig 
much more exceſſent and acceprable to Gd thi 
Acts of Righteouſneſs and Charity were, that's 
Prayet (for Triftance) a little Jonget than ordings 
ry would ſetve to atone for à great deal of Ihjuf2 
tice and Villany in their Converfation' towards 
Men. And hence very likely ir is, that our Savis 
dur charges them as Matth. 23. 14 Wo' untd jou 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites'; for yt devsur N. 
dows Houſes and for a Pretence małt long Prayers 
Again we have the ſame Thing intimated in- the 
Prophet Micab': In the 6, 7 ver. of the 6, Chap. 
The Prophet brings in a Man conſidering and ad- 
viſing with himſelf how he ſhonld pleaſe God and 
what Courſe he ſhould take to render him ptopi- 
tions to him, herewith ſball I come before the Lord 
and bow my ſelf before tbe bigh God Sal I: 6 me 
before bim with Burnt: Offerings, with Calves of 4. 
Year eld ? Will the Lord be pleaſed, with thouſands 
of Rams, or with ten thouſands of Rivers of OY? 
Shall I give my firſt- born for my Tranſpreſſion, the. 
Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Soul? And then 
in the 8. v. the Prophet acquaints him hat would 
be more pleaſing to God than all, this, or indeed 
than any other immediate Worſhip or Homage, 
he could pay to him, would be: He bath ſbewed 
thee, O Man, what is good ; and what ditb the Lord 
require «f thee, but to d» juſtly, and to love Mercy. and 
% walk bumbly with thy G? And to the ſame |, 
Pu: Pole 
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Purpoſe is, that. of; the Apoſtle James, 1. Chap. 
7 yerſes, If any Man among 7 um to be reli 
ous, and bridleth not Lis , Tangue, bus deceiveth bis 
own Heart, this May's Religion is vain. Pure Re- 
ligion and undefiled befars, God, and ibe Father, is 
#bjs, 10 viſit the Farberleſs and Widows in their A- 
Pittions, and to keep himſelf unſperted from the World, 
The Apolle Paul alſo ſpeaking, of that Kingdom 
of God which is within Men, ſays, it ſtands ot in 
Meat and Drink, but in Righteouſneſs and Peace 
and Foy inthe Holy Ghoſt, and in theſe T bings be 
t bat ſerveth Cbriſt, is acceptable to God, and approve 
ed of Men, Rom. 14 17, 18. It is true indeed, 
the Duties of Piety and Worſhip. are as neceſſary 
as theſe : Our Savicur ſummiog up the Law and 
the Prophets, gives us the Abridgement of the whole 
in theſe two cardinal Precepts, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all tby Heart, and with all thy 
Soul, and with all thy Mind, This is tbe firſt and 
great Commandment. . And the ſicond is like unto it, 


* Thou ſhals love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Mar. 22. 


37, 38, 39. Now tho' he calls the former, enjoyn- 
ing the Duties of Piety and Worſhip, the fiiſt and 
great Commandment ; yet he tell us expreſly, th 

latter, under which are contained the Duties of 
Juſtice and Charity, is like unto it: And it is ſo 


not only in its Comprebenſiveneſs and Latitude of 
Extent, but likewiſe in the Strict neſs of its Oli- 


gation ; no Failure in this being any more allow'd 
of by God, than a like Failure would be in. the 
other. Nay, you have ſeen already in what has 
been ſaid, that a mcNt (xact and critical Diſcharge 
ot our Duty withReſpeR 10 the lattet of theſe Pre- 
cepts, is abſolutely neceſſary to prepare and qua- 


lify us fiir the Diſcharge of Our: Du'y with Reſ- 


pe ct to the former of them. No Man that is un- 


jull aud. unrightecus in his Dealings with Men 


ca 
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ram be an atceptable Wotſhipper of God. No- 
thibg is more certain than this, that * ns Acts of 
or ſhip and Piety alone can render Men ac- 
* copiably to God, and capable of eternal Life, 
5e ſo long ag they ate wanting 'in the neceſſury 
“ Duties of Juſtice and Mercy to their Neigh- 
$6: hour.” Agteably, the Apoſtle Fobw' ſuppoſes 
there is a great Abſurdity in it, for a Man to ſay, | 
be loves Sud, when at the ſame Time, be bates bis 
(Brother: He calls ſuch an one a Liar, and ſeems 
to think, there is an Impoſſibility in the Thing, 
x Joh . 20. Aud then concludes in the Verſe 
following, that however that may be, this is moſt 
certain, Me have this Commandment from Cod, that 
bt who” loveth Cd, n We yy - . = 


4 Pro ber we have hoard: we hang a neceſ- 
for Diſtinctivn in Repentance, with Reſpect to 
our Eins which are only againſt . God 5 and with 


Reſpect to thoſe, by which we alſo "injure our 
Neighbour. The Goſpel has publiſhed the Doc- 
'rrine of Repentance for the Remiſſion of all Man- 


ner of 8ins: And *ris certainly no ſmall Part of 
the Glory of the Chriſtian Revelation, that Men 
ate aſſured of Pardon upon this Conditions. But 


then we had need look well to ourſelves, that we 


do not miſtake the Natute of this Repentance, and 
call that Repentance in any Caſe that is not ſo, 
For tho? the Goſpel has in this provided a Reme- 
dy for thoſe that have ſinned, yet this Remedy is 
not exaFly the ſame in all Caſes : For in ſoch 
Sins, as are not only offenſive to God but injuri- 
ous to our Neighbbur, ir is not enough to true 
Reperitance' that we be ſorry for what we have 


done and do ſo no more, but we muſt likewiſe un- 


do what he have done, or give Satisfaction to out 
injured Netebh ent | There can be nothing of this 
| in 


1 
f 
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in our Sind which gtg only agaiaſt God ; for ap 
Elibu ſpes les ia the Book of Fob 35 Chap. 6, J, ver, 
If tbou finneft, what daſt thou againſt him Or 4 

#by Tran/ereſp3ns be multiplied, what doeft thou unto 
vim £ -1{ thog be righteous, what giveſt thou bim-f 
Or whas ,regeiveth be, of thine Hand, q. d. As 
„he is never the worſe for thy Sins, ſo he is ne- 
© ver the bettet for thy Righteouſneſs; thou canſt 
-*6. confer nothing upon him which he bath not 
„ alteady.“  Tbo'.qur Sins ate ag infinite Hrong, 
yet they ſnfer no rea Injury toGod : (as I think Me. 
Howe ſome where diſtioguiſhes.) And on the other 
Hand, nor ate we capable ia our Repeotance of 
making him any proper Satis fact ion or Reſtitution; 
for we can give him, nothing but what was his 
own before: The utmoſt we can do to ſerve and 
pleaſe him being no more than he had a Right to 
without Reſpect to our having finned againſt him. 
: And: therefore, in this Caſe, what God requires 
and what be will accept of, is exprefſed in that 
Text, Jer. 3. latter Clauſe of v. 12. and former 
TClauſe of v. 13. For Ian merciful, faith the Lord, 
On acknowledge ibine Iniquity, that thou baſt 
#ran(zrefſed againſt the Lord thy Ged.-+-- This is all 
we can do, to confeſs our Sin with true Sorrow 
and Contrition - of Heart, ask his Pardon in a 
humble and devout Manner, accept of the Puniſb- 
ment he is pleaſed to infliit an us for it, and ſay, 
as it is meet we ſhould, I have bern Chaſtiſement, J 
i not aſſend any more. But now, the Caſe is 
quite diffecent in our Sins whereby we ha ve in jut'd 
our Neighbour; for as Elibu proceeds in the fol- 
lowieg Verſes of the forecited 25th Chap. of Job. 
Thy Wickedneſs may burt a Man as thiu art, and 
JbyRighteouſneſs may profit the Sion of Man, ByRea- 
ſn «of the Multitude of Qppreſſions they make the Op- 
+ preſſed to cry: As our Sins may be really injurious 
410 ; to 
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to our Neighbonr, ſa our Repentance may profit. 
him , anꝗ it by Reaſon of 5 


Oppreſſion or any other 
Kind of Iajuſlice we have 85 Ne N 
us, we muſt by Satisfaction and Refticytiob cer 
move his juſt Cauſe of Complaint, or elſe we bal 
in vain cry to God for ourſejves, for who/p ſtoppet 

His Ears at the Cry of the Poor, who have been 
wronged or oppreſſed by him, be alſo all cry bim- 
ſelf, but all not be heard: as Prov. 21. 13. This 
is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, and no Repen- 


| tance will at all avail without it: It is not enough 


io ſuch Caſes to confeſs our Sin to God with what - 
ever Tokens of Sorrow and Remorſe ; but he that 
has treſpaſſed againſt his Neighbour Hall recom- 
pence bis Treſpaſs with the Principal thereof, and add 
unto it the fifth Part thereof, and give it unto him a- 
gainſt whom: be bath treſpaſſed. This is evident 
from Numb. 5. 6, 7. When a Man or a Home 
Hall commit any Sin that Men c mmit.. In, the He- 
brew. it is, Mall commit any Sin ef Man, i. e, againſt 
their Neighbour, for ſo it appears by the following 
Words, it is to be underſtood, to do a Tre/paſs a- 
gainſt the Lord, becauſe ſuch Offences againſt their 
Neighbour were alſo Offences againi{tGod,and ſbat 
Perſon be guilty, or rather as Dr. Patrick thipks, 
be ſenſible of his Guilt; then they ſoall capje/5 their 
Sn which they bave done: They muſt confeſs their 
8ia to God, but by no Means ſtop thete ; for it 
follows, Aud be ſball recompence | bis / Treſpaſs, Ec. 
as above. Yea ſo rigid was the divine Law ia this 
Reſpect, that if the Party wrong'd was deceaſed, 
and had left oo Kinſman living ; yet the Party 
who did the Wrong was not ſo excuſed, (az Lhave 
before had Occaſion ro obſerve) but was. obliged 
to make Reſtitution to the Lord by giviog it 30 
the Prieſt, as in the following Verſe. Let not a- 
ny therefore ligbiiy excuſe themſelves in this Mat- 
TUES. | F 2 Fix ter, 
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tet, or think that cotfeffing their Siri, and ery- 
ing, God bave Mercy, will fuffice; for no Confeſ- 
ion, no Contrition will be true Repentatce, in 
Caſes of Wrong and Injury done to our Neigh- 
bour, without Satisfactiot and C ſation ſo 
far and in all ſuch Caſes as it ſhall be in out Power. 
And this is no new Doctrine, but has been Jong 
fince obſerved, and infiſted on by mandy. 1 ſhall 
ooly cite a Paſſage or two from the excellent Dr. 
Nilotſon to this Putpoſe, Repentance, ſays he, 
„ without Reſtitution differs as müch frem true 
* Repentance, as continuance in Sin does from 
«© the forſakipg of ir.” And he quotes & Auguſtin 
as ſpeaking thus; If we do not reſtote that 
Which wt have injuridoſſy detain'd from ano- 
**© ther, our Repentance is not real but feigned, 
<c and will not be effectual for the obtaining our 
5 Pardon.“ He mentions it"alfo as s very com- 
mon but true and terrible Saying, There is no Re- 
miſſion without Reſtitution. And a little after he 
rings in the learned Grotivs obſerving, © There 
© js ſo much of nature! Juſtice and Equity in Reſ- 
©** titution, and it is ſo proper a Fruit of Repen- 
© tance, that it has been the conſtant Doctrine 
not only of Jews and Chriſtians, but alſo of 
© Heathens and Mabometaus, that the Repentance 
ce 'which does not produce this Fruit is feigned, and 
< will never arail with Go1 for Pardon and Mere 
*< cy.“ And indeed 1 have ſhewh that this is the 
Docttine of our Saviour in the Text, and that no- 
thing is more juſt and equirable ; it being but the 
doing of that to others, which we in like Cuſes 
would expect from them ' For we would have no 
Man be injurious to vs, or if any Man has been 
ſo, we would'have'him'make Satisfaction and Re- 
pan for his Id jury; and we take it grievouſly 


rom any Man, if he will not do jr a the 
| T2 WY lame 
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fame Obligation that lies upon others with ReſpeR 
to us, we do certainly lie under ourſelves, wi 
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+ 601 Hence to proceed, 8D Hum 1 30h. - af 
4 Let hat has been diſcourſed be improy'd.by 
vs to arm aod fortify our Minds -againit all the 
Temptations to any Kind of Wrong or Injuſtice, 
The neceſſit y of makiog Satisfaction aud Rettitu- 


tion in theſe Kinds of Sin, methinks, ſnould wholly 


take away the Temptation to them: For What 
ever Hurt or Miſchief I may —_ to my Neigh» 
bour; if I only confider, that as ſute as 1 do it, I 
muſt undo it again, or make him ample Amend 
for the Injury, as euer I bope to obtain Paidon 
of God, or to find Acceptance with him in any 
Duty afterwards; it will appear that it is not my 
Neighbour, but my ſeif only I ſhall wrong and a- 
buſe. If I jojure him in Health or Limb, I muſt 
bear the Charge of his Cute, allow him for the 
Loſs of his Time, and for the Pain and Aogui 

I have put him ta beſides ; or elſe he will fl 

have /omewbat againſt me, and 1 ſhall not have 
made him full Amends.---- Or if I injure bim in 
this Name and Reputation hy 'Slander and falſe 
Reports, it is I my ſelf muit bear all the Shame 
of it, and all the Loſs of it too in the End? I 
muſt take as much Pains and it may be a thouſand 
Times more, to put a Stop to thoſe falſe Reports I 
have raiſed or ſpread concerning him, than I took 
at firſt ro ſet them a going. I muſt viodicate his 
injur'd Reputation with the Loſs or expoſing of my 
own, by acknowledging my Falſhood and Baſe - 
neſs, as publickly as I have calumaiated him: 
And it my Slander or Defamation has done my 
Neighbour any real Prejudice in his Trade or Cal- 
ling, I muſt make it vp'ro him out of my o.] E- 
habe | | Nate, 


I 


my Neighbour, or otherwiſe injure him in 


' bim : I muſt reſtore | whatever of his, I have de- 


_ moreover make him a ſuitable: Alowance fort the 
ſuch a Way, bot moſt probable, I ſhall be a Looſ- 


dieed ate they from it, that for the moſt Patt they 


ſed tos aud fro of tbem that ſiek Deatb. And in the 
- next Verſe he adds, The Robbery of the Wicked 


Med; tho at the Beginnipg it may ſeem to in- 
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Hare, if I have ſb much in the World. Or Jef; 

x oppreſs, defraud, oberteach, or  fteal. from 
y of 
his worldly Goods, it is I muſt be the Locſer and not 
he ; for I muſt carry back with my own Hands, 
that which I have by Fraud or Violence taken from 


ceitfolly gotten or detain'd from him; and muſt 


Time T have had any Thing of his, wrongfully; 
in my keeping. So that it is not at all likely, I 
ſhould ever be a -Gainer by any Thing I get in 


er. And it may be upon this Account, as well as 
others, that the wife Man tells us, Treaſures: of 
Wickedneſs profit not bing, Prov. 10. 2: 80 far in- 


bring and entail-a Curſe upon the Eſtate to which 
they are added, (ſee Zach. 5,) And hence the 
ſame wiſe Man takes Notice of both theſe, the Un» 
preſitabieneſ and alfo the DeſfirutFiveneſs of what is 
gotten in ſuch Ways. Prov. 21.:6. The getting 1 
Treaſures by a lying Tongue, ſays he, is a Vanity te 


fall deſtroy them; that is, ſhall not only deſtroy 
their Souls which is infinitely the mate conſidera- 
ble, becauſe they refuſe to do Fridgment ; but their 
Eſtates alſo, which is not unworthy of Conſideration 
neither, in as much as it takes away the Tempra+ 
tion to theſe Kinds of Sin, The Tempratian is 
worldly Gain or Advantage ; but the Man tempt- 
ed to Injuſtice'in any of theſe. Kinds, may well 
enough reply to himſelf, Thou Fool, thou can'it 
not do to thy ſelf or Family a greater Diskindneſ3, 
For the Wealth thus gotten ſhall ſurely be dimin- 
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4 
creaſe very . faſt, yet be End. thereof ſball s 

be bleſſed; We 'haye an affecting Account wr? 
this Matter jo; the 2oth Chapter of ol, where 
Zopbar es ſuch ſtrong and lively Expreſſions as 
theſe, of the; unjuſt Qppreſſor ; He bath ſwallowed 
dawn Riches, aud be ſhall vomit them up again, — 
According to his Juhſt ance ſpall the Raſtifution be, 
and be ſball not rejoyce therein. . Becauſe he bath op- 
preſſed and for/aken the Poor, Surely be (hall. not 

feel. Quietugſ in his Belly, Terrors are upon bim, 
all Darkneſs ſhall. he hid in bis ſecret Places, a Fire 
not blown ſhalt conſume him; it ſhall be ill with. bim 
that is left in bis Tabernacle.---- Thys ſhould: we 
fortify our. Minds againſt the Temptations to Wrong 
and Injuſtice, .by conſideriog that in whateyer 
Kind we injure our Neighbour, whether io Name 
or Eſtate, the Injury will in the Ead tura upon 
ourſahves.1;. - 1 N n 


* 
” © Fy 


Now what Folly and Madneſs is it for Men to 
take Pains only to create 'Frouble and Vexatios to 
themſelves? How much wiſer and happier wou'd 
it de, if they would conſider this by way of Pre- 
vention, ; and by being careful not to injure any, 
take away the Occaſion of ſo. difficult and uoplear 
ſant a Duty as that of Reſtitution? It is certain- 
ly eaſier of the two, not to defame and flander, 
not to over-reach, defraud and oppreſs our Neigh- 
bour, than after we have done it to make him due 
Amends. There is ordinarily oo Duty which Meg 
ate brought to with more Difficulty thao they ate 
to this; whether it be to refund any beloved Trea- 
ſure they have, unjuſtly ſerzed on, now alm 
miſtaken. for their awn, becauſe they have had it 
for ſome. Time, it may. be, in their keeping; or 


to take the Shame and Blame to. themſelves of ca- 
lumniating their Neighbour ; . and to contradict 
| | theic 
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their own Report, in ſuch a Manner as it is nes 
ceſſary they ſhould do, to do their Neighbour 
Juſtice and pte vent his being further hutt. What 
Agonies of Sbul will Men oftentimes undergo, be- 
fore they can be brought to this? Upon which 
Account, it is likely, our Saviour compares the 
Salvation of ſuch Men to the entring of a Camel 


” 


Few a the Eye of a Needle; (for that he means it 


chiefly of ſuch rich Men who have gotten their 
Wealth in a way of Fraud and Oppreſfion, ſeems 
very probable) few of them being like Zaccbeus 
be Publican, who converted by his Miniſtry very 
readily, and of his own Accord, as far as appears, 
made' that generous Offer, Luk. 19. 8. — Bebold, 
Lord, the half ef my Goods I give to the Por: And 
F I have taken any Thing from anyMan by falſe Accu- 
le reſtore bim Four- fold. It lies only with God 
to bring Men to this, and ſo to make their Salva- 
tion undet ſuch dreadful Circumſtances poſſible. 


However, the Conſideration of what we have 
heard ovght in the laſt Place to be improv'd by us as 
a Motive hereto : To awaken and rouſe our Conſ- 
ciences to examine and recolle&t what Wrongs or 
Injuries we may have done to our Neighbour, and 
nevet yet repair'd ; and to excite us, without the 
leaſt Delay, to make the beſt Reparation we are 
able. To which Purpoſe we ſhould conſider, that 
till we do this, our Repentance of ſuch Sins is 
not ſufficient and available. For whatever Re- 
morſe, or inward Horror and Agony of Soul we 
may be ſenſible of upon the Account of them; or 
tho' we ſhould be firmly reſolved never to repeat 
ſuch Crimes any more ; yea tho* we ſhould have 
left off ſuch Ways of Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Cheat · 


ing or Slander, as we may have heretofore in- 


dulged ourſelves in ; yet if we recolleR or remem- 
hy bet 
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ber any ſuch Wrongs and Injuries done by us in 
Time paſt, and it is in our Power to repair them 
and we do it not, our Repentance is not true and 
of the right Kind. And if our Repentance' is not” 
good, what an awful Condition are we in ! Ns” 
Tongue can expreſs, or Heart conceive the Miſery ' 
and Danger of ſuch a State. The P/almiſt- with - 
Admiration / cries out upon the Bleſſings of that 
Man whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven and bis Sin co- 
vered. But Oh the Curſes the Man is under, aud 
continually expoſed to, who is in the oppoſite * 
Condition 1 He is ſhut out from the Preſence of 
God, as Cain was ; can offer him no Worſhip that 
will be acceptable to him; his very Prayer is an 
Abomination, and all his ſeeming Devotion and 
Piety is looked upon by God, as no other than 
profane Mockefy and Contempt : While he refuſes 
to reconcile: bimſelf to bis Brother whom he has 
wcong'd, God will not hear him, will not regard 
him ; nor yet is this all, God is angry with him ' 
and ready to judge between him and his Neigh- 
bour, when he will certainly. decide the Caſe in 
Favour of the innocent and oppreſſed. And then 
that Servant that has beaten his Fellow-Servants, + 
wrong d or injur'd them in Name or Eſtate, and 
not made them ſuitable Amends, will be treated 
no better than if he had been an open Drunkard 
or Whoremonger,, or any other of the worſt Sort 
of Sinners. The Lord of that Servant will come in 
a Day when be looketh not for bim, and at an Hour 
when be is nit ware, and will cut bim in ſunder. 
and will appoint bim bis Portion with the Unbilie« 
vers, Luke 12. 46. „ N , lie „ 


Since therefore (to draw to a cloſe) without Re- 
pentance we are undone ſor ever, (and in Caſes 
of Injury thete is no true Repentance without Sa- 

. tis faction ) 
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tis faction 3) hare: he: that wrongs his Brother hates 
him, and he #hat: batetb bis Brotber is a Marderer, 
and yo bj, that no Murdertt hath, eternal: Life a- 
biding; in him z what remains but that we apply 
ourſelves with all poſſible Speed and Diligence to 
the Diſcharge of the Duty that has been evinced ; 
taking Head uf ali unneceſſary Delays therein; For 
if thou continueſt in thy Fraud and Oppreſfion, 
Defamation and Slander, and carrieſt theſe: Sins 
with:thee into the other World, „they will ſure- 
55 Iy hang as a Milſtone about thy Neck, and fink 
these into eternal Perdlition.“ The Wrath of God 
is revealeũ from Heaven: againſt all Unvighteouſveſs 
of Men, eſpecially, vba held tbe Truth in Vurigbte- 
guſ nes, and continue in theſe Sins after Convic- 
tion. And, us unrigbttout Parſon, we are, aſſüred, 
Hall baue any Iuberitance ia the Kingdom of Ged. 
Soi that af it be a Man's'Intereſt to fly from the 
Wrath to: come, or to ſeek! eternal Happineſs in 
the other Worid, it certainly concerns us to make 
Reparatibn for thoſe Injuries and Wrongs which 
expdſe us to the former; and will for ever exclude 
us ſeom the latter, unleſs they be repaired. And 
the! God may accept of a ſincere and firm Reſo- 
Jutjom; io this Caſe; till a Man has Opportunity to 
put it in Practice, yet know that if thou neglecteſt 
this, when thou haſt any fair Opportunity for it, 
thou mayeſt juſtly be preſumed to have let this Re- 

ſolution drop And if thou trifle away thy pre- 

ſem Qpportuoity, thou haſtimoreover juſt Res ſon 

to fear, that God will depmue thee of a future 

one. fat ever . #batſcever'tbereforerby Hand ſindeth 
1% do, in this. Kind, do it with thy Migbt, *© leſt 

© divine Vengeance prevent thee, and inſtead of 

** making\Reparation to Men thou be called up- 
onto make Satifaction to the Juſtice of God.“ 

For we knew bim that bath ſaid; Vengeance belongetb 

{ ; Qotgleil — __ 7. 
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unto me, Iwill recompence, ſaith the Lord. And a- 
gain, The Lord ſhall judge bis People. It is a fear- 
ful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God, 


Now therefore, the Lord give us Underſtanding 
of our Duty, and form our Hearts to a ready Com- 
pliance ; that we may be ſincere and without Offence 
till the Day of Chriſt : Being filled with the Fruits 


of Righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt to b 


Glory and Praiſe of God : And may we be found 
of our Judge in Peace, without Spot and blameleſs, 


and be able to give up our Accounts with Joy ; in 


that Day, when God. will judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, whereof be bath 
given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that be bath raiſed 
bim from tbe Dead, and will render to every Man 
according to his Works: To them who by a patient 
Continuance in Well. doing, ſeek for Glory, and Hon- 
our, and Immortality ; eternal Life: But unto tbem 
that are contentious, and do nos obey the Truth, but 
obey Unrighteouſneſs ; Indignation and Wrath, Tri- 
bulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that 
doetb Evil, of the Few firſt and 'alſo of the Gentile : 
But Glory, Honour, and Peace, to every Man that 
worketh Good, to the Few firſt, and alſo to tbe 
_ For there is no Reſpe& of Perſons with 
Go | | 
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